NAVY REGION SOUTHWEST (NRSW)

 MOTORCYCLE / TRAFFIC SAFETY ROUND TABLE MEETING MINUTES

24 January 2007

The motorcycle/traffic safety round table meeting was conducted on 24 January 2007, at Naval Base San Diego, Building 88, North Auditorium.  Mr. Scott Simerson called the meeting to order at 0900.  Personnel from the following Commands were in attendance:

ACB-1, ACU-1, ATGPAC, BMU-1, CNRSW, DSU, FISC, FISC HAZMAT, HS-2, HS-4, HS-6, HSC-3,  HSCWSP, HSL-47, HSL-49, NBSD, NCTS SD, NEPMU-5, PCD MAKIN ISLAND, TACRON-11, TACRON-12, SWRMC, USS HALSEY, USS MCCLUSKY, USS PEARL HARBOR
2.  Items of discussion are summarized below:

Motorcycle Issues – 
First items discussed were necessary preparations for riding in inclement weather, including motorcycle and rider preparations.  Also discussed were roadway surfaces that deserve extra precautions in wet weather; painted curbs, railroad crossings that have rubber surface inlays, roadway arrows and markings.

The next discussion centered on preventing driver fatigue.  Participants brought up the comments of getting plenty of sleep before the journey, staying hydrated with non-alcoholic or caffeinated liquids, staying physically fit to reduce fatigue and eating healthy food before and during the trip.  Other points mentioned were to stop the vehicle and take a nap if overcome with fatigue while driving, riding within your own personal limits for speed and distance and planning rest stops and making advance reservations for hotels.  Also mentioned was trip planning services offered by the American Automobile Association.  One member commented on riding a motorcycle in areas plagued by gusty and high winds; asking if anyone knew of any preparation that could be made for this.  A reply from the audience was that there is little that a rider can do to prepare for this condition, except to be very observant of the wind direction and strength; but there is always the option of simply not riding.

Mr. Simerson then discussed the December 2006 motorcycle training frequency memorandum issued by the Secretary of Defense, which states that all active duty military member who ride motorcycles will attend refresher training every five years or after a period of inactivity, such as a deployment.  A copy of the memorandum was provided to all meeting participants.

Mr. Martin requested all meeting attendees provide him with input pertaining to the regional traffic safety instructions, and then opened the floor for questions.  One member requested to discuss placement of base access decals on motorcycles, stating that one of his sailors had been told by a Naval Base Coronado sentry to move his motorcycle’s base decal from the lower left fork leg to a “more visible” location.  Mr. Martin replied that the current base access instruction does not address the placement of base decals on motorcycles, but recommended that supervisors review the instructions and brief their people.  Another member of the meeting did not have a question, but mentioned that if any junior sailors were not able to afford new motorcycle protective gear, they could possibly find jackets and the like at a web site called “newenoughleathers.com”
Another member asked about the possibility of an off-road riding command mentorship program.  Mr. Martin and Mr. Simerson both replied that the current street riding command mentorship program could be tailored to fit the needs of the off-road rider.  Mr. Martin took the opportunity to let the audience know that the traffic safety training department was awaiting approval of an off-road training site at Naval Outlying Field Imperial Beach.

AUTOMOBILE Issues – 

Mr. Martin brought up the issue of keeping junior drivers’ safe while on leave and liberty, and suggested performing an impromptu maintenance inspection of their Personally Owned Vehicles, and encouraging them to get any necessary maintenance to prevent any undue delays in travel.  Also mentioned was the importance of checking the vehicle’s battery, especially in winter time, to ensure it was capable of the added demands caused starting a cold engine.

Mr. Martin brought up the importance of placing the junior sailors into the American Automobile Association Driver Improvement Program.  The curriculum has been recently updated with new information regarding steering wheel hand placement and the elapsed time for alcohol elimination.  Mr. Martin stated he will recommend to Navy Region South West Admiral Hering that the local senior leadership attend the AAA/DIP class.  By doing so, junior sailors will “get the message” that this training is important, and will ensure everyone up and down the chain of command has the same information about driving safely.

All meeting attendees were provided a partial copy of the Navy’s Traffic Safety Instruction; OPNAVINST 5100.12G to highlight the requirement for attendance in the AAA/DIP.  Attendees were also given a pamphlet highlighting traffic and recreational off-duty training services provided by CNIC, and flyers advertising the upcoming summer driving safety event, 101 Days of Summer.  Mr. Simerson stated he would email all attendees a copy of the 101 Days of Summer flyer, as well as a flyer for another recreational off-duty safety event, entitled Back In The Saddle, to be held on February 21st, at Naval Base San Diego.
The meeting was adjourned at 0950.

