NAVY REGION SOUTHWEST (NRSW)

 MOTORCYCLE / TRAFFIC SAFETY ROUND TABLE MEETING MINUTES

12 April 2006

The motorcycle/traffic safety roundtable meeting was conducted on 12 April 2006, at Naval Base San Diego, Building 88, North Auditorium.  Mr. Scott Simerson called the meeting to order at 0900.  Personnel from the following Commands were in attendance:

FASW- FISC- FISC HAZMAT- HS-10- HS-8- HSC-12- HSC-3- HSCWSP- HSL-43- HSL-49- MSS-3- NADEP NI- NCTSI DET1- NLSO SW- NPMOC-SD- NSWC- NSWG-3- SPAWARSYSCOM HQ- TTGP- USS BOXER- USS BUNKER HILL- USS COMSTOCK- USS NIMITZ- USS PINCKNEY- USS PREBLE- USS PRINCETON- VTC-12

2.  Items of discussion are summarized below:

Motorcycle Issues – 
First items discussed were the proposed changes to OPNAVINST 5100.12 (H) including requiring usage of SNELL-approved helmets.  One attendee stated SNELL helmets were difficult to obtain overseas.  Another attendee stated that the Head Protection Research Laboratory (HPRL) lists all DOT approved helmets on their website, www.hprl.org , but this information may have been recently removed from the website.

Another topic discussed was the proposed verbiage on brightly colored reflective vests and a request for clarification of the approved color(s), whether it is to be lime-green or bright orange.

AUTOMOBILE Issues – 

Mr. Simerson brought up the issue of keeping drivers’ safe while on leave and liberty, and requested different ideas from the audience of how to remind our Sailors that they are needed back at work after a holiday weekend.  Some suggestions included requiring sailors to write a” letter to mom and dad” notifying them of the sailors death due to unsafe driving practices or carelessness.  The idea is to get them to think about how painful it would be for their family to receive this letter and how it can be prevented.  One attendee suggested having Sailors take a Driver’s Risk Assessment as the Army requires to be done for anyone driving 150 or more miles on leave or liberty.  The assessment can be located in the Army ASMIS-1 website: https://crcapps.army.mil/sign_in.asp.  There are also a number of trip-planning checklists on the Naval Safety Center website in the Traffic Safety Toolbox: http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm 

Another proposed change to OPNAV 5100.12 is in regard to PMV’s usage of driving on base with your headlights on.  Some concerns raised from the audience were dead batteries from lights being left on all day, reduced motorcycle visibility, and lack of recognition of high-ranking personnel’s vehicles on base.

SUMMER DRIVING KICK-OFF EVENT – 

The last topic announced was the “101 Days of Summer” Traffic Safety Event.  This motorcycle and car safety awareness fair will be held on 25 May from 0900-1500 on the corner of Harbor Drive and 8th Street, National City (near Gate 9 of Naval Base San Diego).  Safety product display booths and motorcycle and all terrain vehicle safe-riding demonstrations will be featured.  Everyone was encouraged to come out and support the fair.

The meeting was adjourned at 0950.

