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GENTEXT/REMARKS/1. THERE IS A DISTURBING TREND AMONG MOTORCYCLE RIDERS IN THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS. IN FISCAL YEAR 2006, 66 PERCENT OF NAVY AND 78 PERCENT OF MARINE CORPS MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES OCCURRED ON SPORT BIKES. THESE BIKES DIFFER FROM THE FAMILIAR CRUISER BIKES IN THAT THEY ARE ENGINEERED FOR RACING, PROMOTED FOR THEIR SPEED AND APPEAL MAINLY TO YOUNGER RIDERS. TO DATE IN FISCAL YEAR 2008, 25 OF THE 27 SAILORS AND MARINES WHO HAVE BEEN KILLED ON MOTORCYCLES WERE RIDING SPORT BIKES.

2. WE ARE FACED WITH A UNIQUE CHALLENGE DUE TO THE STRUCTURE OF OUR FORCE. SIXTY-TWO PERCENT OF ALL SAILORS AND 80 PERCENT OF OUR MARINES ARE UNDER THE AGE OF 30. THESE SAME SAILORS AND MARINES ARE ALSO INCREASINGLY PURCHASING SPORT BIKES. 

3. TO ADDRESS THIS CHALLENGE, THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION DEVELOPED THE MILITARY SPORT BIKE RIDER COURSE (MSRC). THIS COURSE IS DESIGNED TO SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS THE UNIQUE HANDLING AND SPEED CHARACTERISTICS OF SPORT BIKES AND THE ASSOCIATED HAZARDS WHEN OPERATING THE MOTORCYCLE ON OUR NATION'S ROADWAYS. COMPLETION OF THIS COURSE IS MANDATORY FOR ALL NAVY AND MARINE CORPS SPORT BIKE RIDERS. 

4. ON 1 JUNE 2008, THE MSRC WILL BE AVAILABLE IN PRIORITY FLEET CONCENTRATION AREAS THROUGH LOCAL BASE AND STATION SAFETY OFFICES. INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATIONS BEGAN IN APRIL AND WILL CONTINUE AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE UNTIL ALL BASES AND STATIONS HAVE AN ADEQUATE NUMBER OF INSTRUCTORS TO MEET REQUIREMENTS. 

5. COMMANDING OFFICERS AND SAFETY OFFICERS SHOULD CONTACT THEIR BASE OR STATION SAFETY OFFICE FOR COURSE AVAILABILITY AND ENSURE ALL SPORT BIKE RIDERS COMPLETE THIS TRAINING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIS COURSE WAS DEVELOPED SPECIFICALLY FOR OUR SAILORS AND MARINES AND GIVES THEM ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO BE SUCCESSFUL SPORT BIKE MOTORCYCLISTS.// 

